
Legal aspects of
the information
society
Malcolm Bain
Manuel Gallego
Manuel Martínez Ribas
Judit Rius
 
PID_6642



GNUFDL • PID_6642 Legal aspects of the information society

Malcolm Bain Manuel Gallego Manuel Martínez Ribas

Malcolm is a lawyer and a partner
at Id Law Partners, Barcelona, a law
firm providing advice in intellectual
and industrial property and informa-
tion technology law. He specialises
in the law applied to software and
free content electronic commerce
and personal data protection.

Manuel is a lawyer graduated from
Universitat Pompeu Fabra with a
master's degree in Business Law.
He currently works as a lawyer at
the law offices of Fornesa, Prada &
Fernández de Barcelona, specialising
in commercial law: Company Oper-
ations, Commercial Contracting and
New Technologies.

Manuel is a lawyer and a Partner
at Id Law Partners, Barcelona. He
has served as coordinator and man-
ager of European projects. Manuel
is a regular conference lecturer in
Barcelona, Madrid (ESADE, IESE,
Abad Oliva, Fomento, Recoletos,
Barcelona Chamber, Catalonian
Technologies Institute, Internet
Global Conference, Pompeu Fabra
University, Universidad Politécnica
Barcelona, Navarra University),
Brussels, Paris (University of Paris),
Fontainebleau (INSEAD), Darmstadt,
Munich, Stockholm, Amsterdam,
Milan, Rome, London and Zurich.
He has authored several electronic
commerce publications, digital tests,
electronic agents, RFID.

Judit Rius

Judit has a bachelor's degree in Law
and a master's degree in Interna-
tional Studies from Universitat Pom-
peu Fabra. She was also granted
the La Caixa scholarship to study
towards a master's degree in law,
science and technology at Stan-
ford University. A practicing attor-
ney, she specialises in advising com-
panies in the information technol-
ogy and pharmaceutical sectors.
She has collaborated in research
projects with grants from the Euro-
pean Union and is a co-author of
a study on the Law and E-Trade in
Spain.

First edition: march 2010
© Judit Rius, Malcolm Bain, Manuel Gallego, Manuel Martínez Ribas
All rights are reserved
© of this edition, FUOC, 2010
Av. Tibidabo, 39-43, 08035 Barcelona
Design: Manel Andreu
Publishing: Eureca Media, SL

Copyright © 2010, FUOC. Permission is granted to copy, distribute and/or modify this document under the terms of the GNU Free
Documentation License, Version 1.2 or any later version published by the Free Software Foundation; with no Invariant Sections,
no Front-Cover Texts, and no Back-Cover Texts. A copy of the license is included in the section entitled "GNU Free Documentation
License"



GNUFDL • PID_6642 3 Legal aspects of the information society

Contents

Module 1
Introduction to the legal aspects of the information society

1. The free software movement and the law

2. The free software model

3. Objectives of the course, key concepts

Module 2
Intellectual property: authors' rights and copyright

1. Intellectual property: authors' rights and copyright

2. Protected works

3. Authorship and works created in open collaboration

4. Rights in protected works

5. Limits of authors' rights/copyright – fair use

6. Copyright

7. Database / Sui Generis Rights

8. Collective management organisations and digital levies

9. Legal protection of authors' rights/copyright

10. Conclusion

Module 3
Trademarks and patents

1. Trademarks

2. Patents

3. The controversy on software patentability

4. Conclusions

Module 4
Software licences and free software

1. Software licenses

2. Software contracts

3. Free software and free content

4. Free software licences

5. Free software licences in practice

6. Conclusion

Module 5
Legal aspects of online activities (Internet)

1. Introduction

2. Online activities

3. Liability of information society service providers

4. Ecommerce – Online Contracting

5. Electronic signatures



GNUFDL • PID_6642 4 Legal aspects of the information society

6. Cybercrime

Module 6
Privacy

1. Privacy – the protection of personal data

2. Basic concepts

3. General principles

4. Rights and obligations

5. Access to data and data transfers

6. Security obligations

7. Regulatory supervision

8. The legal framework for data privacy in other jurisdictions

9. Privacy in the sector of electronic communications

10. Conclusions: the impact of privacy on technological projects

Module 7
Open standards

1. Concepts

2. Standardisation processes – forums

3. Benefits of open standards

4. Controversies regarding open standards

5. The Future Way Forward?


	Legal aspects of the information society
	Credits
	Contents


